Careers in Theatre 

This guide is designed for high school students interested in a career in theatre.  
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Why work in theatre?
Check out what the Actors Theatre staff had to say…

“I really believe that great theatre can change people, and can respond to the world that we live in. I think we're living in a time that doesn't have a lot of compassion--people are getting used to just sticking with people who are a lot like them, who like exactly what they like. And I think that theatre--because it's live, because it's less expensive to make than movies, because it's local in a way that most of our cultural events aren't (a book is written far away and comes to us, the same with magazine articles or songs from iTunes or a movie)--theatre can help people realize that they have a lot more in common with the characters on stage than they thought. Good stories can change what people think. And I can't help it; I want in on that.”

Adrien-Alice Hansel, 

Director of New Play Development

“I work in the theatre because it is all that I ever wanted to do.  It offers a terrific outlet for expressing oneself and is a necessary part of life.  Without it, I can’t imagine how dull the world would be.”

Pablo Holmes,

Resident Stage Manager

“Working in theatre gives me a chance to contribute to an art form that is based on many skilled people working together.  I like to collaborate with others, and doing so, I often continue to learn new skills or information.”

Kieran Wathen,

Scenic Charge

“I work in theatre because of its ability to build bridges across walls of difference and foster community.  I believe that everyone has a unique voice and that theatre helps to foster it – and tells us stories that remind us of who we are and where we come from.”

Will MacAdams

Dir. of Apprentice/Intern Company

“Music was very important in my family.  When we were little, my parents would take us to the Atlanta Symphony and Atlanta Ballet.  My keenest memory, beside the music itself, is being in the Woodruf Arts Center and thinking how neat it would be to work in a creative environment like this.  I thought there was art – theatre, music, dance – going on behind every door and window.  Working in the arts is like that.  Even when you’re doing a budget, mailing a letter, or sitting in a meeting there is an underlying creativity that we all share.”

Allison Hammons,

Dir. of Volunteer & Audience Relations
Around the Theatre: Career Descriptions

Many students are unaware that they can work in theatre and NOT act!  Do you like to draw?  Maybe costume or set design is for you.  Check out the following career descriptions to see what fits you.

Actor: a person who performs in stage plays

Artistic Director: responsible for establishing a theatre’s creative vision; chooses theatrical season

Box Office: responsible for selling tickets

Carpenter: builds set

Costume Designer: creates renderings depicting designs of the costumes

Company Manager: responsible for travel & lodging of visiting artists

Cutter: creates clothing pattern from costume renderings

Development: responsible for raising funds for productions & programs

Director: stages & provides overall vision of a production

Dramaturg: responsible for preserving the playwright’s vision by helping the director & cast understand the historical world of the play 

Education: responsible for developing & fostering new audiences within community 

Hair & Wigs Designer: cuts & creates hair & wigs for production

House Manager: manages audience seating before the performance

Lighting Designer: creates design of production’s lighting to enhance mood & direct focus

Lighting Electrician: programs light board & runs lights during performance

Literary Manager: oversees script library & acquisition of new plays

Make-up Artist: teaches actors to apply complicated make-up (such as aging)

Managing Director: responsible for the business aspects of the theatre including budget

Marketing/Public Relations: responsible for creating & distributing promotional materials within community 

Playwright: a writer of plays

Props Artisan: creates &/or finds props for the production

Props Master: oversees design of props 

Running Crew: backstage crew responsible for moving scenery and props during performance

Set Designer: creates design of a play’s environment

Scenic Artist: paints set

Sound Designer: creates design of production’s sound-scape including sound effects and music

Sound Technician: programs & runs sound during performance 

Stage Manager: person responsible for the technical details of a theatrical production; calls cues and preserves director’s vision during performance

Stitcher: sews & alters costumes

Technical Director: creates a blue print from a set design and oversees the building process


Getting Started

How do you start working in theatre? 

“If you’re interested in theatre, you should see as much theatre as you can, and at every theatre level.  Let’s say that you live in Bullitt County and the only kind of theatre you can see is community theatre in Bullitt County. So you go and see everything that they do. You are eventually going to know which plays are good and which plays are not so good and why. And you will eventually decide for yourself what your personal taste is. And those are things you want to cultivate.” 

Zan Sawyer-Dailey, 

Artistic Manager

Real Stories…

“I started out running a little sound board back in middle school.  That knowledge carried over with me to high school where I started building sound effects for our shows.  From there I got an internship at a professional company where I made connections that kept me working for a few years.  Those connections helped me get me get my foot in the door at Actors Theatre.  I started here as a board op, and through working hard (and not sleeping much) I worked my way up to where I am now.”

Ben Marcum,

Associate Sound Designer

“I started at Walden Theatre and quickly picked up Stage Managing.  I continued with it because it was fun and easy for me to do.  I found my natural talents in Stage Managing.  I started very young so for a long while theatre defined who I was; however, throughout the many years of experience, I have found that I now define theatre.”

Kathy R. Preher,

Stage Manager

“When coming up in school, I always wanted to be a star on Broadway and get an Academy Award.  After moving to New York City at 19, I realized what a hard life actors lead and decided I wanted a more stable life for myself.  After getting a degree in Theatre Management, I did an internship in marketing and public relations at Actors Theatre.  That lead me into sales and after about 11 years selling for the Thoroughbred racing industry, I finally came back home to Actors Theatre.  Throughout the years I have kept up with my love of acting by appearing in various productions with community and other small theatre groups.”

Sarah Peters,

Group Sales Manager
Beginnings at Actors

The Actors Theatre of Louisville is a great place get started!  Check out below to see how you can further explore your interest in theatre.

Job Shadowing: Want to learn about a career in theatre from a pro?  Visit Actors Theatre to see how a regional theatre operates.  Available for middle and high school students only.  For more information contact Katie Blackerby Weible, Director of Education, at kblackerby@actorstheatre.org or 502/584-1265 (ext. 3045).

Tours: Want to see the ins and outs of a regional theatre?  Visit Actors to get an inside peek.  Available for all students. For more information contact Katie Blackerby Weible, Director of Education, at kblackerby@actorstheatre.org or 502/584-1265 (ext. 3045).

Young Critics: Students who have written a critique on an Actors Theatre production may submit their work to be posted on our website!!  To submit, please send all critiques as email attachments to jjung@actorstheatre.org with the subject heading ‘Young Critics Contest.’  Please be sure to include your name, school, teacher, grade, and contact information.  

New Voices: 10-Minute Playwriting Contest for Students: Students grades 1-12 are invited to participate in Actors Theatre’s new, regional playwriting contest.  Please include a title page with your name, address, telephone, school, & year/age.  Send submissions to: 

Actors Theatre of Louisville 

Education: 10-Minute Play Contest 

316 W Main St. 

Louisville, KY  40202

Youth Ushers: Work as an usher for Kentucky’s premier professional theatre.  You can earn 30 hours of service credit and see plays for free.  Meet students from other high schools also interested in theatre.  Contact Allison Hammons, Director of Volunteer and Audience Relations at 502/584-1265 (ext. 3072).  


Auditions: Please see Auditions’ (page 8) 

Paid Positions

Telemarketing: For more information contact Lynda Sylvester, Outbound Sales Manager at 502/584-1265 (ext. 3047).

Coat Check: For more information contact Allison Hammons, Director of Volunteer and Audience Relations at 502/584-1265 (ext. 3072).

Classes & Camps

Check out local theatre organizations that have drama classes and summer camps for students…


Derby Dinner Playhouse

http://www.derbydinner.com/
*See Auditions (page 8)
The Kentucky Center’s Government School for the Arts  
http://www.kentuckygsa.org

502/562-0192

During a three-week stay on the lovely campus of Transylvania University in Lexington, high school artists are immersed in a rigorous schedule of daily seminars, master-classes, lectures, hands-on workshops and field trips. (summer) 

Kentucky Shakespeare Festival

www.kyshakes.org

1114 S. 3rd St.

Louisville, KY  40203

502/583-8738

Camp Shakespeare: Camp Shakespeare Campers (ages 8 to 11) build their own Shakespearean production to be performed as the culminating event of the camp for an audience of family, friends and public prior to the Festival’s professional production. (summer)
Globe Players: Globe Players is an advanced theatre company for high school students. 
High School Apprentice: High school students can complete a summer apprenticeship in acting, technical theatre or education. (summer)

Little Colonel Players
http://members.aol.com/peweelcp

*See Auditions (page 8)
Music Theatre Louisville


www.musictheatrelouisville.com

624 W. Main St., Suite 402

Louisville, KY  40202

502/589-4060

Broadway Boot Camp: Musical Theatre camps in voice, dance, and drama. (summer)

Classes & Camps (cont.)

Stage One

www.stageone.org

501 W. Main St.

Louisville, KY  40202

502/589-5946

 DramaWorks: Drama classes for students kindergarten to high school. (summer)

*See Auditions (page 8)

Ursuline School for the Performing Arts
www.ucschools.com/uspa/index.htm

Ursuline School for the Performing Arts, and Ursuline Campus school, is a Catholic private school educating children, youth and adults in selected fine arts.

3105 Lexington Road Louisville, Kentucky 40206 

502/897-1816 

E-mail: uspa@uschools.com


Walden Theatre

www.waldentheatre.org
1123 Payne Street
Louisville, KY 40204

502/589-0084

Year-round classes include: Improvisation, Studio, Apprentice, Performance, and Young Playwrights. 

Summer classes include: Acting, Art, & Musical Theatre

Youth Performing Arts School (YPAS)

http://www.jefferson.k12.ky.us/schools/special/YPAS/index.html

1517 S. 2nd St.

Louisville, KY  40205

502/485-8355

Located in the educational complex adjacent to the University of Louisville, the Youth Performing Arts School (YPAS) is one of only two schools in Kentucky to provide high school students with majors in the performing arts. 

Young Actors Institute: Stage and screen training for ages 10 to 17. (summer)

Auditions

The more you audition, the easier they will become!  Here’s a helpful ‘how to’ to get you started.

How to Prepare for Your Audition

Often you will be expected to have your own monologue and, if it is a musical, a song. 

Choose a piece that: 

· Fits your age and gender.

· Doesn’t require a dialect or props.

· You know well. Don’t rely on adrenaline to get you through.

· Is dramatically active.  You may be by yourself on stage, but you are still speaking to the other characters in the scene.  Ask yourself: 

· What is your objective?

· What are you trying to get from the other character(s)? 

· If your character is telling a story, why must that story be told at this moment?

· How do your listeners react?  How does that reaction affect you?

· Is somewhat unusual.  If you found it in a monologue book, it’s probably overdone.

· Fits the audition time allowance.  Auditionees are usually given 3 minutes to perform 2 contrasting monologues (one comedic/one dramatic, one contemporary/one classical).  Songs are usually 32 bars.  Directors will cut you off if you are going over time, not because they don’t like you, but because there are so many people to audition.

· Reveals something about you.

Sometimes you may be asked to read a side, or a scene from the play. You won’t have as much time to prepare for a side, but preparation is still important.  

“[Preparation is] knowing why they, the director and playwright, have picked this scene, and knowing what interests you as an actor (not what interests them) about this scene, and what you want them to know you know about this scene and this world. Because any choice, if it is a personal choice, is going to be a strong choice. And when I’m watching an audition, I’m much more interested in seeing a choice, even if it’s not a choice that I would have made.”  *

Be sure to practice!

· Give yourself sufficient rehearsal time to play around.  Improvise, experiment with different tactics, and go to extremes. 

· Don’t forget to practice your introduction: a sincere greeting including your name, the play from which your monologue is taken, and the playwright.   Keep it short and upbeat.  If you need to place a chair, do so before your introduction. 

· Begin and end strongly.  There should be no doubt as to when your character is finished speaking.
· Practice your entire presentation (moving the chair, introducing yourself, monologue one, monologue two, your dignified “Thank you,” and exit) in front of as many different people as possible. 

What to Bring 

Resume 

Once you have some experiences and productions under your belt, list your credits on a neatly typed and formatted resume.  Below is a basic format for young actors.  Also check out examples on the Internet to find what is right for you.

Name

Eyes:   








          
Street Address

Hair:









City, State

Height:








Phone Number

Weight:








Email Address

Professional Theatre

Play


Character/Role

Theatre


City, State


…

Community Theatre

Play


Character/Role

Theatre


City, State
…

High School 

Play


Character/Role

School


City, State


…

Education

High School & expected graduation date

List any extra theatre training including name of class, company’s name, and location.

…

Skills

List any special talents such as singing, dance, juggling, etc.

Headshot

Make sure you have a photo, usually an 8x10 in black and white, of your face.  Headshots are used so that directors remember who you are.  The photo doesn’t have to be an expensive, high quality, fashion photo.  Many area photographers do headshots at a reasonable price. 

What to Wear 

Auditions are not about making a fashion statement.  Wear appropriate clothing you're comfortable sitting and moving in.  Shoes that hurt, overly tight clothing, or clothing you're self-conscious wearing, will all distract from your performance.

At the Audition

Before You’re On Stage

· Find a quiet place to warm up your voice and body.

· Know where you will focus your eyes during your presentation. Most experts suggest visualizing your partner at some point just above the head of the director. 

· Remember that from the moment you arrive, you are auditioning. 

“We start watching the actor from the moment they arrive. If I know they are really high maintenance in the hall, causing havoc because they were late, or whatever—not too good.”  *

· Be confident and pleasant. 

“A total package about who you are and how you behave, what that means in terms of the role as well as your position in the production. So your attitude is so important. Don’t come into the room with a chip on your shoulder or a sense of apology. Some actors come in and it’s like right away you think, ‘they’re not taking the stage; they’re afraid to be here, because they are sort of like demure, they don’t take charge of the room.’ You don’t want them to be aggressive but you want them to be assertive, you want them to be confident and pleasant. And they have to have a sense of humor. You have to have a sense of humor.” 

On Stage

· Use your normal, natural speaking voice.  Again, avoid dialects and keep your throat and mouth “loose.” 
· Don't be afraid to stand still or sit down.  However, do make sure the director has a chance to see you move. 

· Just like you’ve rehearsed, always state your name, the name of the piece, and the playwright's name before you begin.

· Don’t apologize or make excuses.  If you blank out, take a breath and continue. You should never ask to start over, particularly in a singing or dance audition.

· Remember that the director does not want you to fail. 

“It’s not a test. You can’t flunk because we’re not looking to trip you up or to catch you. We have a very specific thing that we’re trying to solve. We’re hoping that you’re going to come in and solve that. We’re on your side; we want you to be good. And you are either right today for what we’re looking for or you’re not. If you’re not right today, it’s okay. Maybe next week you’ll be right for something else.” *

· Enjoy performing your pieces and be yourself. 
*All Audition quotes by Zan Sawyer-Dailey, Associate Director

Local Auditions

Here are some local organizations that have auditions for students.  Audition dates will be posted on their websites prior to the audition dates.  Also be sure to check out local newspapers such as the Courier Journal, the LEO, and the Velocity.

Actors Theatre of Louisville

www.actorstheatre.org/auditions

316 W. Main St.

Louisville, KY  40202

Questions regarding auditions can answered by visiting our website.

Derby Dinner Playhouse

http://www.derbydinner.com/
If you are interested in auditions/roles, please send a resume and headshot to: 

Annie Meyers 

c/o Derby Dinner Playhouse
525 Marriott Drive
Clarksville, IN 47129-3099

Questions can also be directed to Ms. Myers at ameyers@derbydinner.com or 812/288-8281

Little Colonel Players

http://members.aol.com/peweelcp/

302 Mt. Mercy Dr.

Pewee Valley, KY  40056  

502/241-9906

The Little Colonel Players produces a play each summer, which is acted in by high school and college age actors.

Stage One

www.stageone.org
501 W. Main St.

Louisville, KY  40202

502/589-5946

Auditions for Teens takes place in the fall for productions such as The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.  Check the website or call their main line for details. 
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Actors’ Guild of Lexington

www.actorsguildoflexington.org/

Actors Theatre of Louisville, Louisville

www.actorstheatre.org

Bluegrass Theatre Guild, Frankfort

http://bluegrass-theatreguild.org/

Four Rivers Center for the Performing Arts, Paducah

www.fourriverscenter.org

Jenny Wiley Theatre!, Prestonsburg

www.jwtheatre.com

Juneteenth Legacy Theatre, Louisville

www.juneteenthlegacytheatre.com/index.htm

Kentucky Ballet Theatre, Lexington

www.kyballet.com

Kentucky Center for the Arts, Louisville
www.kentuckycenter.org

Kentucky Shakespeare Festival, Louisville

www.kyshakes.org

Kentucky Repertory Theatre at Horse Cave

http://www.kentuckyrep.org/

Lexington Children’s Theatre

www.lctonstage.org

Lexington Shakespeare Festival

www.lexingtonshakespeare.org

Louisville Ballet

www.louisvilleballet.org

Louisville Orchestra

www.louisvilleorchestra.org

Market House Theatre Inc., Paducah

www.mhtplay.com

Merely Players, Inc., Owensboro

www.merleyplayers.org

Muhlenburg Community Theatre

www.mctiky.com

Music Theatre of Louisville

www.musictheatrelouisville.com

The Pleiades Theatre Company

www.pleiadestheatreco.org

Public Theatre of Kentucky

www.bowlinggreen.ky.net/ptk/

Stage One, Louisville

www.stageone.org

Walden Theatre, Louisville 
www.waldentheatre.org

Woodford County Theatre

www.woodfordcountytheatre.com

Indiana 

(TCG Theatres)

American Cabaret Theatre, Indianapolis

www.actindy.org

Indiana Repertory Theatre, Indianapolis

www.indianarep.com/

The New Harmony, Evansville

www.usi.edu/nht/

The Phoenix Theatre, Indianapolis

www.phoenixtheatre.org/

Clowes Memorial Hall at Butler University

www.cloweshall.org/

Degrees and Training

Want to know more about degrees in theatre?  Check out the International Thespian Society’s webpage.  It has great information about how high school students can prepare for college.  This advice is posted on the webpage and is open to all students, even if you aren’t a member of the society:  http://www.edta.org/rehearsal_hall/college_prep.asp
Undergraduate Theatre Degrees 
Theatre, Bachelors of Arts (BA): is usually an undergraduate academic degree awarded for a course or major that generally lasts four years.
Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA): is an undergraduate bachelor's degree awarded for a program in the liberal arts, frequently by an "arts school" or conservatory, although it is equally available at a significant number of traditional colleges and universities.

*Definitions for BA and BFA taken from Wikipedia:

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page

Arts Administration (Bachelor of Science): This degree prepares you to work on the business side of theatre and the arts. This usually involves work in: development, public relations, contract negotiations, arts and law.

You may also choose to get a Teacher Certification with your theatre degree or look into a BA in Theatre Education.

Many theatre professionals have other or additional degrees.  There is no definitive way to pursue a career in theatre!  



Local Colleges and Universities with Theatre Courses and/or Degrees

Kentucky 

Berea College

Degree: BA in Theatre

Contact: Dr. Deborah G. Martin

http://www.berea.edu/ENG/ENG.degrees.html
Draper Building and Jelkyl Drama Building
Berea College, Berea, KY 40404 
869/985-3419

Bellarmine University

Degree: Arts Administration (may select a Theatre Emphasis); Theatre Minor
Contact: Katherine Hammond, khammond@bellarmine.edu

http://cas.bellarmine.edu/theatre/

2001 Newburg Road, Louisville, KY 40205

502/452-8461

Campbellsville University

Degree: BA in Theatre

http://www.campbellsville.edu/academics/arts/humanities.htm
1 University Drive

Campbellsville, KY  42718
800.264.6014 or 270.789.5000
info@campbellsville.edu
Centre College

Degree: BA in Theatre/ Dramatic Arts
Contact: Matthew R. Hallock, Drama Program Chair, hallock@centre.edu

http://web.centre.edu/drama/
600 West Walnut Street

Danville, Kentucky  40422

1-800-423-6236
Cumberland College

Degree: BA in Fine Arts, emphasis in Theatre

Contact: Dr. Larry Manetee
http://www.cumberland.edu/undergrad/sma/art_dance_theatre.html

615/547-11911
 

Eastern Kentucky University

Degree: BFA Performing Arts; BA Theatre Arts; BA Theatre, Teaching 

Contact: James Moreton, james.moreton@eku.edu

http://www.theatre.eku.edu/
EKU Theater

306 Campbell Building 

521 Lancaster Avenue

Richmond, KY  40475-3102

Georgetown College

Degree: Communication Studies w/ an emphasis in Theatre
http://spider.georgetowncollege.edu/coa/who.html#
Department of Communication Arts

400 East College Street

Georgetown, KY  40324-1696

502/863-8148

Kentucky Wesleyan College

Degree: Major in Communications w/ and emphasis in Art

http://www.kwc.edu/academic/majors.htm 

3000 Frederica Street

Owensboro, KY  42301
270/926-3111 | 800/999-0592
 

Morehead State University

Degree: BA in Theatre

Contact: Bob Willenbrink, Department Chair, r.willenbrink@moreheadstate.edu 

http://www.morehead-st.edu/colleges/humanities/communications/
Dept. of Communication and Theatre
Breckinridge Hall 111

Morehead, KY  40351
606/783-2134



Murray State University

Degree: BA/BS in Theatre with Options in Acting, Directing, Design/Technical

Contact: David Balthrop, Chair, david.balthrop@murraystate.edu.

http://www.mursuky.edu/qacd/cfac/theatre/thhpg.htm
106 D, Fine Arts Building

Murray, KY 42071
270/809-4421

Northern Kentucky University

Degree: BA in Theatre; BFA in Performance w/ an emphasis in Acting; BFA in Performance w/ and emphasis in Musical Theatre; BFA in Design or Technology; BFA w/ an emphasis in Generalist/Management 

Contact: Kenneth Jones, jonesk@nku.edu

http://www.nku.edu/~theatre/
Department of Theatre, FA-206

Highland Heights, KY  41099-1007
859/572-6362

Thomas More College

Degree: BA in Drama (offers double major with Communications)

Contact: Jim Nelson, Chair

http://www.thomasmore.edu/academics/study/drama.asp

333 Thomas More Parkway 

Crestview Hills, KY  41017

859/344-3421

Transylvania University

Degree: BA in Drama

Contact: Timothy Soulis, tsoulis@transy.edu
http://homepages.transy.edu/~drama/  







300 North Broadway

Lexington, KY  40508
859/233-8300

Union College

Degree: BA in Theatre

Contact: Dr. Rebecca Pettys, Chairperson, rpettys@unionky.edu
http://www.unionky.edu/Acad/Depts/MFA/TheatreProg.asp

310 College St.

Barbourville,  KY,  40906
800/489-8646
University of Kentucky

Degree: Arts Administration; BA in Theatre; BFA w/ a concentration in Acting, BFA w/ a concentration in Design and Technology

http://www.uky.edu/FineArts/
114 Fine Arts

Lexington, KY  40506-0022
University of Louisville

Degree: BS in Theatre; African American Theatre Program

Contact: Russell Vandenbrouck, rjvand01@louisvlle.edu; African American Theatre Program Contact: Dr. Deana Thomas 502/852-7682
http://www.louisville.edu/a-s/tas/
2314 South Floyd Street

Department of Theatre Arts

Louisville, KY 40292

502/852-7682

Western Kentucky University

Degree: BA in Theatre; BFA in Performing Arts w/ concentration in Acting, Dance, Music Theatre, Theatre Design & Technology

Contact: Scott Stroot, Department Head, scott.stroot@wku.edu, 

http://www.wku.edu/Dept/Academic/AHSS/Theatre/

WKU Dept of Theatre & Dance

1906 College Heights Blvd. #71086

Bowling Green, KY  43101

270/745-5845

Indiana 

Anderson University

Degree: BA in Theatre Studies

Contact: Ronald Johnstone, Assistant Professor of Communication, johnston@anderson.edu
http://www.anderson.edu/academics/cmun/index.html
1100 East Fifth Street 

Anderson, IN  46012 

800/428-6414
Ball State University

Degree: BA/BS in Acting, Musical Theatre, Design/Technology, Theatrical Studies, Theatre Education

Contact: William Jenkins, wjenkins@bsu.edu
http://www.bsu.edu/cfa/theatre/index.html
Department of Theatre and Dance

College of Fine Arts

Muncie, IN  47306

765/285-8740
Bethel College

Degree: BA in Theatre

Contact: Jonathon Sabo, Chair, saboj@bethelcollege.edu

http://www.bethel-in.edu/acadb/undgps/langlit/theatrearts/default.htm
Bethel College Theatre Arts Dept.
1001 West McKinley Avenue

Mishawaka, IN  46545
574/257-7623

Butler University

Degree:  B.A. Theatre; B.S. Arts Administration w/ a concentration in Theatre 
Contact:  Dr. John C. Green, jgreen@butler.edu
http://www.butler.edu/theatre/program_information.html
Department of Theatre

4600 Sunset Avenue

Indianapolis, IN  46208 

(317) 940-9659 

Calumet College of St. Joseph

Degree: BA in Media and Fine Arts

http://www.ccsj.edu/academics/programs/mfa/index.html
2400 New York Ave.

Whiting, IN  46394

Earlham College

Degree: BA in Theatre Arts

http://www.earlham.edu/~theatre/
Department of Theatre Arts

Richmond, IN  47374-4095

765/983-1410

Franklin College

Degree: BA in Theatre

http://www.franklincoll.edu/fadweb/theatre/
Franklin College

101 Branigin Blvd.

Franklin, IN  46131 
800/852-0232 | 317/738-8000

Goshen College

Degree: BA in Theatre with concentrations in Acting, Design/Technical, Film Studies 

Contact: Doug Liechty Caskey, Associate Professor of Theater and Communication, douglc@goshen.edu
http://www.goshen.edu/theater/
1700 S. Main Street

Goshen, IN  46526
800/348-7422

Hanover College

Degree: BA in Theatre

Contact: Jim Stark, stark@hanover.edu, or Mark Fearnow, fearnow@hanover.edu 

http://www.hanover.edu/theatre/ 

P.O. Box 108

Hanover, IN  47243

800/213-2178

Indiana State University

Degree: BA/BS in Theatre & Theatre Teaching

Contact: Theatre Department, thtoni@isugw.indstate.edu
http://www.indstate.edu/theatre/
Theater Department,

540 North 7th Street

Terre Haute, IN  47809

812/237-3331

Indiana University, East

Degree: BA in Theatre

Contact: Mary Hoadley, Secretary, ahoadley@indiana.edu

Whitewater Hall, Room 280

2325 Chester Blvd.

Richmond, IN  47374

765/973-8219

Indiana University, Bloomington

Degree: BA in Theatre and Drama. Although there is not a specific program in it, there are opportunities for Musical Theatre work. And with an Individualized Major Program, you can create the major that best fits your needs.

Contact: Charles Railsback, Undergraduate Advisor, crailsba@indiana.edu 

http://www.indiana.edu/~thtr/
107 S. Indiana Ave.

Bloomington, IN  47405-7000

Indiana University/Purdue University at Fort Wayne

Degree: BA in Theatre w/ emphasis in Acting, Directing, Design Technology; BA in Theatre Teaching

Contact: Joanne Schultz, schultzj@ipfw.edu

http://www.ipfw.edu/vpa/theatre/index.htm
Department of Theatre

2101 Coliseum Blvd.

Fort Wayne, IN  46805-1499
260/481-6551

Manchester College

Degree: BA Communications w/ a concentration in Theatre

Contact: Scott Strode, saisang@manchester.edu 

http://www.manchester.edu/Academic/Programs/departments/communication/index.htm
604 East College Avenue

North Manchester, IN  46962

260/982-5000

Purdue University

Degree: BA in Acting, 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sla.purdue.edu/theatre/theatre/under/ug-design.html" \t "_self" Design/Technology, 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sla.purdue.edu/theatre/theatre/under/ug-stage.html" \t "_self" Stage Management
Contact: Russ Jones, Associate Professor of Theatre, rjones@sla.purdue.edu 
http://www.sla.purdue.edu/academic/vpa/theatre/
765-494-3704

theatre@purdue.edu

Saint Joseph’s College

Degree: BA in Communications & Theatre Arts

Contact: John Rahe, johnr@saintjoe.edu

http://www.saintjoe.edu/programs/catalog/requir/COM/commaj.php
US Highway 231

PO Box 870

Rensselaer, IN  47978
 219/866-6000 

Saint Mary’s College

Degree: BA in Theatre

Contact: John Pauley, Department Chair  

http://www.saintmarys.edu/%7Ecdt/Theatre/theatre.htm

Communications & Performance Studies
111 Moreau
Notre Dame, IN  46556

574/284-4640

University of Evansville

Degree: BA in Performance, Design and Technology, Theatre Management

Contact: John David Lutz, Chair, JL24@evansville.edu
http://theatre.evansville.edu/
University of Evansville, Department of Theatre, 1800 Lincoln Avenue, Evansville, IN 47722  

812/479-2744 

University of Indianapolis

Degree: BA/BS in Theatre w/ emphasis in Performance, Directing, and Design/Technology; BA in Teaching

Contact: Brad Wright, Director of Theatre, bwright@uindy.edu
http://theatre.uindy.edu/
1400 East Hanna Avenue

Indianapolis, IN  46227-3697
317/788-3226

University of Notre Dame

Degree: BA in Film, Television, and Theatre (FTT)

http://www.nd.edu/~ftt/
DeBartolo Center for the Performing Arts, Room 230

Notre Dame, IN  46556

University of Southern Indiana

Degree: BA in Theatre Arts, Teaching: Speech Communication and Theatre 

Contact: Lenny Liebowitz

http://www.usi.edu/libarts/arts/Theatre/
8600 University Boulevard

Evansville, IN  47712-3596 

812/464-8600

Valparaiso University

Degree: BA Theatre & Television; BA Drama

Contact: Lee Orchard, Department Chair, Lee.Orchard@valpo.com 

http://www.valpo.edu/cas/departments/ttva.html

219/464-5092

Vincennes University

Degree: BA Theatrical Production, Technical Theatre, Theatrical Dance, Music Theatre

Contacts: 

Theatrical Production and Musical Theatre: 

James Spurrier, Professor and Department Chair of Speech and Theatre,
jspurrier@indian.vinu.edu   

Technical Theatre: 

Rick Holen, Professor of Speech and Theatre,

rholen@indian.vinu.edu 

Music Theatre: 

James  Spurrier, Professor and Department Chair of Speech and Theatre, 

jspurrier@indian.vinu.edu

Dance Theatre: 

Barbara Cochran, Assoc. Professor, bcochran@indian.vinu.edu


http://www.vinu.edu/factsheets.asp
1002 N. First Street
Vincennes, IN 47591

Wabash College

Degree: BA in Theatre (also offers Teacher Certification)

http://www.wabash.edu/depart/theater/

Department of Theater

P.O. Box 352

Crawfordsville, IN  47933
theater@wabash.edu;

765/361-6392

Ohio

Antioch College

Degree: BA in Dance/Theatre

http://www.antioch-college.edu/cat2002/in_artshtml.html#Dance/Theater
Antioch College 

795 Livermore St.

Yellow Springs, OH  45387 
937/769-1000

Ashland University

Degree: BA in Theatre (possible emphasis in Musical Theatre), BS in Education

Contact: Laura Wright, Secretary, 419/289-5190

http://www.ashland.edu/colleges/arts_sci/theatre/theatre.html
401 College Avenue

Ashland, OH  44805 

800/882.1548

Baldwin-Wallace College

Degree: BA in Theatre (option to combine major with management program emphasizing business skills)

Contact: Jeff Herrmann, Director of Drama

http://www.bw.edu/academics/theatre/
Kleist Center for Art & Drama 
95 East Bagley Rd

Berea, OH  44017
theatre@bw.edu
440/826-2239

Bowling Green State University

Degree: BA in Theatre; Bachelor of Arts in Communication w/ specialization in Acting/Directing, Music Theatre, Performance Studies, Theatre Design & Technology, Youth Theatre/Puppetry

http://www.bgsu.edu/departments/theatre/
Theatre Department, 338 South Hall
Bowling Green, OH  43403-0236 

theatrefilm@bgnet.bgsu.edu
419/372-2222 

Capital University

Degree: BA in Theatre Studies (opportunities for teacher education licensure in the integrated language arts) 

http://www.capital.edu/prosp/ug/theatrestudymajor.html 

2199 E. Main St.

Columbus, OH  43209-2394

800/289-6289

Case Western Reserve University

Degree: BA in Theatre w/ concentrations in Acting, Design/Tech, Dramatic Writing

Contacts: Ron Wilson, Department Chair, rgw4@cwru.edu, or Scarlett Webb Grala, Department Assistant, ksg@cwru.edu
www.case.edu/artsci/thtr/

Cleveland, OH  44106

216/368-2000

Cedarville University

Degree: BA in Theatre

http://www.cedarville.edu/dept/ca/theatre/
Cedarville University • 251 N. Main St. • Cedarville, OH 45314 USA • 1-800-CEDARVILLE

The College of Wooster

Degree: BA in Theatre w/ a concentration in Modern Dance

http://www.wooster.edu/theatre/
Freelander Theatre

329 E. University St.

Wooster, OH  44691 

330/263-2541 

Denison University

Degree: BA or BFA in Theatre (BFA requires concentration in either Performance or Theatre Design/Tech)

Contact: Cynthia Turnbull, Chair, Associate Professor turnbull@denison.edu
http://www.denison.edu/theatre/
100 South Road

Granville, OH  43023
1-800-DENISON

Heidelberg College

Degree: BA in Communication and Theatre Arts (divided into three tracks: Communication Studies, Media and Theatre) 

http://www.heidelberg.edu/depts/cta/index.html

Department of Communication and Theatre Arts
310 E Market St.

Tiffin, OH  44883-2462
cta@heidelberg.edu
419/448-2003

Hiram College

Degree: BA Theatre Arts

Contact: Rick Hyde, Dept. Chair, hyderf@hiram.edu
http://admission.hiram.edu/learn/majors/major.php?id=29

PO Box 67

Hiram, OH  44234

330/569-5211
Kent State University

Degree: BA in Theatre Studies; BFA in Acting, Design & Technology, Musical Theatre

Contact: John Crawford, theatre&dance@kent.edu.

http://www.theatre.kent.edu/
Kent State University

Kent, OH  44242
330/672-2082

Kenyon College

Degree: BA in Dance/Drama with emphasis in Theater

Contact: Andrew Reinert, Depart. Chair, reinerta@kenyon.edu
http://www.kenyon.edu/danceanddrama.xml

Gambier, OH 43022-9623

740/427-5000

Lake Erie College

Degree: BA in Fine Arts w/ a concentration in Theatre)

http://www.lec.edu/arts/theatre.php

391 West Washington Street

Painesville, OH  44077
800/533-4996

Malone College

Degree: BA in Communication Arts w/ a concentration in Theatre

http://www.malone.edu/2158

515 25th Street NW

Canton, OH  44709

330/471.8100 | 800/521-1146

Marietta College

Degree: BFA in Theatre

Contact: Stephen M. Rader, raders@marrietta.edu
http://www.marietta.edu/%7Ethea/

215 Fifth Street
Marietta, OH  45750
740/376-4643

Miami University of Ohio

Degree: BA in Theatre

http://www.fna.muohio.edu/theweb/index.html

131 Center for Performing Arts, 

Miami University

Oxford, OH  45056
theatre@muohio.edu
513/529 3053
 

 Advice

Here is some advice from the pros at Actors Theatre of Louisville…

“Do an Apprenticeship/Internship!!!  Although you may not be paid much, if at all, the amount of experience and training you receive is completely worth it.  In addition, you get to ask all sorts of questions and learn things you never thought you would be interested in.  I learned how to weld!”

Emily Ruddock,

Artistic Manager

“Read, read, read!  Read lots of plays so you’re grounded in literature and the history of theatre.  Read American Theatre [magazine] and other publications so you know what’s happening in the field and who’s writing, directing and performing compelling work.  Read newspapers so you know what’s happening in the world and formulate your opinions.”

Jeff Rodgers,

Assistant General Manager

“Even if theatre is your passion, you should learn as much as you can about the world.  Take courses outside your major in college; read books and newspapers; meet people that are different than you are.  This will not only make you a well-rounded person, but will inform your work no matter what it is.”

Allison Hammons,

Dir. of Volunteer & Audience Relations

“1: Get your friends involved.  A lot of time and hard hours go into making a play.  I don’t know anyone who enjoys working with people they can’t hang out with.

2: Try summer stock before you make up your mind about going to a specialized school, or choosing a specific degree.  There are many different departments in all theatres.  Make sure the department you choose will fit what you hope is your future life style.”

3: Theatre is art.  If you don’t take constructive criticism well, then theatre might not be the life for you.

4: If it’s about the money, then you might want to consider a career in politics.  A lot of people struggle their whole lives to get to the top, but there isn’t much room up there.

5: Keep your options open.  There are theatres in almost every major city in America.  Don’t think New York City is the only place in the world that has theatres.”

Alexis Tucker,

Shop Foreman
“There are many ways to be involved in theatre – from acting to stage management to fundraising to building sets.  Explore all of them.  And then, if one calls out to you in a way that you cannot ignore, follow your heart and go for it.”


-Will MacAdams; Dir. Of A/I Company





“I work in theatre because it is in my blood and I LOVE IT!”


Marty Kopulsky, Hair and Wig Designer





“Theatre is magic, and if you work hard people will notice and you will continue to work!”


Melissa Miller, Stage Manager





“In the dark of the theatre we remember who we are, what we care about, and how our lives touch and are touched by the world and the people around us.”


Zan Sawyer-Daily, Associate Director





“Theatre is a great deal of fun and opens you up to relationships and experiences you can’t find in other professions.”


Sarah Peters, Group Sales Manager





“I’ve had a great passion for theatre ever since I was in elementary school.  That passion lead to formal training and ultimately a career.”


Jimmy Seacat, Communications Director





“Make sure that you really want the [theatre] life and all its ups and downs.  It is a very tough life but the rewards are incredible.  If you are not sure which direction you want to go in the theatre, try everything.”


Pablo Holmes, Resident Stage Manager





“Be committed to the theatre, but don’t be afraid to look outside of it.  Fine art, sculpture, construction and house-painting have helped me be a better theatrical painter.  Also working on films, TV commercials, and events has taught me a lot.  Theatre is great but it doesn’t always pay all the bills, so expect to work hard for quite some time, and if you love it, stick with it.”


Kieran Wathern, Scenic Charge 





“See a lot of performances – a lot!  Not just plays, but any live performance is going to help you develop a sense of what you like.  And talk about it with people… Time and exposure to interesting work is the only thing that will develop your taste, and that’s the thing you have to have to keep your footing on the strange and exciting path ahead.”


Adrien-Alice Hansel, Dir. of New Play Development





“I took every theatre job offered to me, no matter what it was or what it paid (or didn’t pay).  I decided to learn everything I could about every thing that makes a play---the words, the technical stuff, the acting, directing, the audience and how and why they came to see the show---everything … because I wanted to make theatre that mattered.”


Zan Sawyer-Dailey, Associate Director
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